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eLINK Archdiocese of Dubuque Council of Catholic Women

An affiliate of the

Covid-19 requires 
changes for ACCW

ACCW 2020 Annual Meeting will be on Zoom – 
Saturday, October 24 – 10:00 AM

ACCW 2021 at Protivin 

Any woman in the Archdiocese of Dubuque is welcome to join 
the ACCW Annual Meeting by Zoom on Saturday, October 24 
at 10:00 AM. In order to participate go to the Dubuque ACCW 
website and go to events to register.  The registration deadline 
is October 15th at which time the annual report will be 
emailed to you along with the link for the annual meeting.    

Honoring Our Past-Envisioning Our Future is the theme of this 
year’s Annual meeting.  The business meeting will include the 
election of new officers for 2021-2022 as well as greetings 
from Archbishop Jackel.  Also hear from past-presidents 
covering the last 45 years of ACCW as we Honor Our Past and 
hear from current leadership as we Envision our Future.  

ACCW Retreat “The Visitation” will be online with 12 
Sessions over a full year.  
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NEW HAMPTON:
Open

WATERLOO:
Nancy Steffen, President *
nsteffen@mchsi.com

LEADERSHIP  
COMMISSION
JoAnn Andera - chair*
B12156b@netzero.com

Lisa Hemesath
tlhemesath@gmail.com

Mary Rausch
Rauschm@acegroup.cc

Alma Meyer
ampmeyer@gmail.com

COMMUNICATIONS
THE LINK
Rose Ann Jero - Co-chair *
rajero@centurylink.net

Mary Jo Baitinger
mjbait@heartofiowa.net

Lisa Hemesath - Data Base Manager 
tlhemesath@gmail.com

SPIRITUALITY 
COMMISSION
Mary Pedersen - Chair*
marypedersen1@gmail.com

Regina Adams
regina.adams592@gmail.com

Leone Bergeson
r1berge@msn.com

Karen Bonfig
bonfig@iowatelecom.net

Ann Kunst
DBQ04ORE@dbarch.org

SERVICE  
COMMISSION
Sue Martinek - Chair*
susjmar@aol.com

YOUTH AWARDS
Barbara Sauser
sbsauser@netins,net

STOLES
Ann Dietrich
accwann@gmail.com

LEGISLATION
Maxine Balk
maxinedre@hotmail.com

Marlene Mangrich
jmmangrich@jtt.net

# Executive Committee            
*Board Member

Dubuque ACCW Office
1229 Mt. Loretta
Dubuque, IA 52003
www.DBQArch.org/ACCW

The Dubuque Archdiocesan Council 
of Catholic Women (ACCW) is a 
volunteer organization for women. 
We are united for apostolic action 
at the request of the Archbishop of 
Dubuque. We are affiliated with the 
National Council of Catholic Women 
(NCCW) and the World Union of 
Catholic Women’s Organizations 
(WUCWO). We are a voice for the 
women of the Dubuque Archdiocese 
to speak and act as a unit on matters 
of mutual interest.

EPISCOPAL CHAIR
Most Rev. Michael Jackels
Archbishop of Dubuque
PO Box 479, Dubuque, IA 52004-0479

SPIRITUAL ADVISOR
Rev. Daniel J. Knipper
dbqknipper@dbqarch.org

DUBUQUE PROVINCE 
DIRECTOR
Nancy Larson
bnlarson@mchsi.com

PRESIDENT
Florine Swanson #*
515-852-4360 (H) 515-293-0385 (c)
2796 290th St., Galt, IA 50101
florineswanson@gmail.com

PAST PRESIDENT
Sheila Rassman #*
srassman7@gmail.com

PRESIDENT ELECT
Joanne Pohland #*
joannejpohland@gmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT
Yvonne Kisch #*
maggie.may.ia24@gmail.com

SECRETARY
Chris Leichsenring #*
mcleich@goldfieldaccess.net
 
 

TREASURER
Mary Esther Pullin #*
Ron.marypullin@mchsi.com

PARLIAMENTARIAN
Rozena E. McVey #*
rozenam@aol.com

Deanery Presidents and 
Representatives 

CEDAR RAPIDS:
Open

DECORAH:
Mary Rausch, President * 
rauschm@acegroup.cc 

DUBUQUE:
Mary Tritz, Representative *
maryc11237@yahoo.com

DYERSVILLE:
Karol Digmann, Representative*
jkdigmann@aol.com

MARSHALLTOWN:
Monica Fulton, President *
Flutist1956@hotmail.com

MASON CITY:
Katheryne Strobel, Representative *
kkstrobel@gmail.com

2020 ARCHDIOCESAN COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN OFFICERS
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President

President Elect
Joanne Pohland

Florine Swanson

On the bulletin board in my office 
hangs a black and white sign that 
says, “Change is Good…”  Little 
could I have imagined how many 
changes would take place during 
my presidency, particularly in 
these last few months.  

Fortunately we had already been using Zoom for our Ex-
ecutive Committee meetings these last two years and even 
holding our board meetings in the winter by Zoom so 
those who went south for the winter could participate and 
we didn’t have to worry about cancelations by the weather.  
But when Covid-19 shut everything down, it became nec-
essary to hold a second board meeting by Zoom.  

In July your board did a “hybrid” meeting with 2/3rds of 
us meeting at St. Stephen the Witness Student Center in 
Cedar Falls with masks on and seating in social distance.  
Another third joined by Zoom, for safety concerns.  

It was decided at this board meeting that the annual meet-
ing that was scheduled in Protivin on October 24, would 
not be face to face for the safety of our membership. In-
stead it was decided we would do a virtual annual meet-
ing on the same date.  So mark your calendar now for our 
2021 meeting at Protivin.  We wouldn’t want you to miss 
out on what is known as the kolach capital of Iowa.  

The ACCW Retreat in November has been reformatted 
from a one day face to face retreat to a virtual retreat that 
will cover 12 gifts of the “Visitation” that you can do in 
small groups over a year or in 6 week blocks.  See more 
details in this issue.  

The Beauty in Christ Conference which has been held in 
Cedar Rapids for the past 4 years, will also be held virtual-
ly.  Save the date for the morning of Saturday, January 30.  

With the Archdiocesan Center continuing to be closed we 
determined that it was necessary to send out another issue 
of the newsletter, The Link, by email.  This has required us 
to make every effort possible to find your email addresses.  
We now have 91% of the names in our database with an 
email address.  The board also approved a policy that has 
at least one person in every parish receiving the newsletter 
even if they haven’t paid a sustaining membership.  We see 
this as a way to improve our communication throughout 
the archdiocese.  So if this is the first time you are receiv-
ing the newsletter, thank you for sharing with others in 
your church about ACCW.  

We find ourselves in a very interest-
ing time in history.  The coronavirus 
has certainly changed our lives and 
sometimes even our way of think-
ing.  Certainly, I never imagined 
that there would be a time when I 
would not be able to participate in 

the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.  Sadly, we have all had to 
face that unfortunate reality.

We can be comforted by the words of St. Paul to the Ro-
mans, Chapter 8, verse 28: “We know that all things work 
for good for those who love God, who are called according 
to his purpose.”  Perhaps this time of “doing without” has 
encouraged us to deepen our own prayer life.

There are many devotions and ways of praying offered by 
the Church.  It is important to put prayer at the top of our 
“list of things to do”!  This should be for us personally as 
well as whenever we “gather”—in person or virtually—
with others.  When we do this with others, we are actually 
providing a school of prayer for everyone participating!

When in a group, a great way to pray is to pray and read 
the Sacred Scripture readings for the following Sunday 
and then offer petitions for the needs of the Church as well 
as for the needs of those “gathered”.  All good prayer will 
help us join our wills to the will of Christ.  As I see it, this 
is the goal of all activity in the Church, and it is how we 
become true disciples of Jesus.

Prayer impels us not only to love and serve each other in 
our parishes but even those beyond our parish boundaries.  
Prayer helps us to make Christ’s love more through acts 
of kindness and charity.  Prayer will lead us to a deep and 
profound respect for each and every human being espe-
cially those most in need.  Done in the name of Jesus all 
those acts of charity become acts of evangelization as well.  
We will realize that we are not doing them in our name 
but in the name of Jesus who calls us to lay down our life 
for our friends.

Our Lady of Good Counsel pray for us.

This is my last letter as your president.  But one of the best 
changes will be handing over the gavel to your new pres-
ident, Joanne Pohland.  Thank you for helping me grow 
spiritually as I provided leadership and service to ACCW.  
This is my last letter as your president.  But one of the best 
changes will be handing over the gavel to your new pres-
ident, Joanne Pohland.  Thank you for helping me grow 
spiritually as I provided leadership and service to ACCW.
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Spiritual Advisor Leadership Commission
Fr. Dan Knipper Mary Rausch

“Things are certainly dif-
ferent!” How often I have 
heard that phrase during 
the past months because of 
the Covid-19. Making plans 
for today, tomorrow or a 
week away means that we 
need to take into consider-
ation what, where and how 
my work will be carried out 

as things change almost day to day. In the process it 
is quite easy to forget the celebration of great Church 
feasts like that on August 15 “The Assumption of Mary.” 

“Mary’s role in the Church is inseparable from her union 
with Christ and flows directly from it.” (Catechism of 
the Catholic Church #964) For this reason we celebrate 
many feasts dedicated to Mary because she holds such a 
special union with her Son, Jesus, and also continues to 
intercede to Him for we who are here on earth.

Pope Pius XII, in the 1950 encyclical “Munificentissi-
mus Deus” proclaims the Assumption of Mary into 
heaven in these words: “Finally the Immaculate Virgin, 
preserved free from all stain of original sin, when the 
course of her earthly life was finished, was taken up 
body and soul into heavenly glory, and exulted by the 
Lord as Queen over all things, so that she might be the 
more fully conformed to her Son, the Lord of lords and 
conqueror of sin and death.”

Life continues for each of us amidst all the changes, 
fears and difficulties tied with Covid-19. I hope that this 
feast of Mary’s Assumption gives each of us a renewed 
sense that Mary has shown us a way through this time 
of uncertainty to a renewed peace in her Son, Jesus. Seek 
her intercession as she holds that special union and rela-
tionship with her Son.  

Since the beginning of the Covid 19 there have been 
many challenges for women and especially those in 
leadership positions. As faithful Catholic women we 
turn to prayer. Here is some practical advice as we pray 
and trust in the Lord:

Six Rules for 
Beating Worry

(Worry germs will die if you’ll 
apply these six disinfectant)

l. Keep busy. Mental idleness is the seed/bed of 
frustration, and anxiety.

2. Fight perfectionism. Stop looking for the one 
best way. Remember, if you wait until you’re 
perfect, you’ll be dead before you get started.

3. Take action. Action kills worry. Plunge in. 
Do something about the thing that worries 
you. Stop debating start doing.

4. Look ahead. What’s done is done. Stop 
trying to improve hindsight. Sharpen up 
your forsight instead.                    

5. Love the unexpected. Look forward to the 
unknow. Be glad life is filled with surprises.  
It’s a nature’s way of preventing boredom                         

6. Sit down and count your blessings. You’ve 
got more than you think!



5

Spirituality Commission
Mary Pedersen

The Gifts of the Visitation Project:
We are extremely excited for a new project sponsored 
by ACCW, which will be available to all women of the 
Archdiocese of Dubuque! Originally, we were going to 
offer a women’s retreat on November 14th, based on the 
NCCW Gifts of the Visitation Retreat, written from 
the book, Gifts of the Visitation, by Denise Bossert. 
Due to the pandemic, we decided to cancel the retreat 
and brainstorm for a way to enrich women’s spirituality 
virtually. The Spirituality Committee decided on The 
Gifts of the Visitation Project, which consists of creat-
ing twelve faith formation sessions on the different gifts 
outlined in Bossert’s book (plus a couple more), which 
will incorporate prayer, reflection, video witness from 
different women of the Archdiocese of Dubuque, dis-
cussions questions, and a challenge. These twelve ses-
sions will be placed on the ACCW website for women 
to access and use for small group studies or personal 
reflection. We will also send these out, one per month, 
to our ACCW and Archdiocesan Women’s Ministry 
mailing list.

This project, of the visitation of Mary and Elizabeth –
mother to mother—was approved by the ACCW board 
and works beautifully with the NCCW effort of collab-
orating with the United States Council of Catholic Bish-
ops’ initiative, Walking with Moms in Need (USCCB). 

Beauty in Christ: On Fire with the Holy Spirit!!! 
January 30, 2021

Mark your calendars as ACCW will once again be spon-
soring, and working with, the Archdiocesan Women’s 
Conference Committee to present a virtual opportuni-
ty for women to gather during the pandemic. This year, 
our electric speaker, Maria Vadia (who will be giving 
one of her talks in Spanish), will fire us up to live in a 
dynamic relationship with the Holy Spirit in order to 
take Jesus into the world! This exceptional Beauty in 
Christ conference will offer many of the same features 
we’ve come to expect: live praise and worship music, 
prayer with Archbishop Jackels, unique vendors, and 
great fun!!! Mark your calendars and plan to attend! 
Registration and more information to come.

ACCW Spirituality Committee:
Chair: Mary Pedersen
Regina Adams                                                 Ann Kunst
Advisory: Rev. Daniel Knipper                      Karen Bonfig 
Joanne Pohland                                               Leone Bergeson
Florine Swanson                                               Rosie Guerrero
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Service Commission
Sue Martinek

In 2019, Catholics 
united to bless over 
75,797 children in 
developing coun-
tries with a Box of 
Joy. For many of 
these children, a 

Box of Joy – filled with toys, clothing, school supplies, a 
rosary and the Story of Jesus – was the first Christmas 
gift they ever received.

The Box of Joy ministry provides teachers, parish lead-
ers and other Catholic groups with a simple and tangi-
ble service experience that has a material and spiritual 
impact on the poorest of the poor in developing coun-
tries. Watch this video to see it in action.    https://youtu.
be/0Y80yn9Kd1s

St. Ludmila parish in Cedar Rapids at 221 21st Ave-
nue S.W. will offer Boxes of Joy for parishioners to fill. 
Also, the parish will have a Drop Off Center for these 
items in November. It is a worthy project that anyone 
can be involved with.

You could get a box, fill it with approved items, and get it 
to the Drop Off Center. A sample list of approved items 
are available. I can send it to you, just let me know.

Project Leaders are being sought now. You could offer 
this to your parish or group. Help is available to do this.     
https://crosscatholic.org/box-of-joy/ 

You could donate towards 
the expenses.

You could Create-A-Box on-
line.

The cost per Create-A-Box 
Online is $25 per box, plus 

$9 shipping. (A total of $34 per box). In addition to 
covering the shipping and handling of your Box of Joy 
from the United States to destination country, a portion 
of the $9 contribution supports the Catholic ministries 
serving in the child’s community, enabling them to have 
a greater impact on the lives of the poor.

Please contact Sue Martinek with questions or com-
ments at susjmar@aol.com or 319-270-0054

Box of Joy Calendar
 
Confirm Project Leader, 
Set Goal and Sign Up Online Jan. 21–Oct. 30

Box of Joy Season Kick-Off Sept.–Oct.

Hand Out Materials to Participants Sept.–Oct.

Box of Joy Week (Collections) Nov. 7–15

Deliver Boxes to Drop-Off Center Box of Joy  
 Week Nov. 7–15
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Spiritual Advisors
ACCW SPIRITUAL ADVISORS OF 
THE ARCHDIOCESE OF DUBUQUE
BE IT RESOLVED: That the National Council of 
Catholic Women and all its affiliates acknowledge and 
recognize their Spiritual Advisors as we celebrate the 
100th Anniversary and continue acknowledgement 
of their faithfulness and guidance into our second 
hundred years.                                

Your ACCW Board extended a thank you to each of the 
spiritual advisors at the July board meeting along with 
a $25 gift card to either Casey’s or Kwik Star along with 
a $5.00 stipend for a Mass to be said for the members of 
ACCW.  

NCCW PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL ADVISORS

Almighty God, Eternal Father,

We give you thanks for all the blessings you bestow 
upon us in this life. 
As members of the National Council of Catholic 
Women, one of the gifts we are most thankful for is the 
presence and support of our Spiritual Advisors. 
We are grateful for the gifts they bring to our Council 
and for the prayers and advice they give to us as we 
continue to fulfill our mission as the National Council 
of Catholic Women. 
Please give them the graces they need to be able to 
continue their work with us. 
Through their efforts, may they know our appreciation 
for all that they do and continue to help us bring your 
Gospel message to the world. 
Our Lady of Good Counsel, watch over them and 
guide them always! 

This we ask in the name of Jesus your Son, 
Amen

Archdiocesan ACCW Spiritual Advisor
Rev. Daniel Knipper

Father Daniel Knipper has served as 
the Spiritual Advisor for the Archdi-
ocesan Council of Catholic Women for 
the past six years.  He provides the link 
to the Archbishop as well as the priests 
throughout the archdiocese for ACCW.  

We are blessed to have him provide Mass at the board 
meetings as well as spiritual advice to the board and the 
executive committee.  He has also lead pilgrimages for 
ACCW to St.  Louis, Minnesota and Wisconsin.  

Father Knipper grew up on a farm near Dyersville.  He 
graduated from Loras College in music in 1963 and 
attended Mount Bernard Seminary in Dubuque and 
was ordained on June 3, 1967.  He later attended grad-
uate school in Dubuque, New Orleans, Minnesota and 
Nebraska.  He served in parishes and high schools in 
Bellevue, Gilbertville, Holy Cross, North Buena Vista, 
Cresco, Plymouth Rock, was Director of the American 
Martyrs Retreat House, and also served at UNI, Dike, 
Waterloo, and parishes in the Lansing area before retir-
ing in Decorah in 2010.

Cedar Rapids Deanery
Rev. Wayne Droessler

We welcome Fr. Droessler as the spiritual 
advisor for the Cedar Rapids Deanery. Fr. 
Droessler is retired and resides in Central 
City, IA.  He assisted with Mass at the 2019 
Convention and the Beauty in Christ Con-
ference this year.

Decorah Deanery
Rev. Msgr. Cletus Hawes

In the 2011 convention program book Msg. 
Walz, then the ACCW Spiritual Director, 
listed Fr. Hawes as spiritual advisor for 
the Decorah Deanery.  He was ordained 
in 1952. He is retired and currently lives 
with his brother Fr. Don Hawes in Lansing. 

During the covid 19 pandemic, they are celebrating dai-
ly Mass in their home. He faithfully serves the women 
of the Decorah Deanery celebrating and offering spir-
itual guidance at their normally scheduled meetings. 
The Decorah Deanery is so blessed to have him as their 
spiritual advisor.
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Dubuque Deanery
Rev. Eugene C. Kutsch

Father Kutsch said yes to serve the women 
of the Dubuque Deanery in 2013.  Effective 
August 2020 Father Kutsch resigned as the 
Spiritual Advisor of the Dubuque Deanery.

Thank you for your many years of service 
to ACCW.   

 Marshalltown Deanery
Rev. Rick Dagit  

Fr. Dagit celebrated the 34th anniversary of 
his ordination on May 24. He is a native son 
of St. Mary at Williams where he was in-
volved as Faith Formation catechist, lector, 
etc. which helped him discern a vocation to 
the priesthood. 

 
Assignments have included pastor of the Marshall/Sto-
ry County Cluster in 2004.  The cluster includes the par-
ishes at Colo, Nevada, State Center, Zearing and Sacred 
Heart at St. Anthony until 2007 when a fire destroyed 
the church.  He has also served as pastor of SS Peter and 
Paul at Gilbert and for many years has served the Iowa 
Veterans Home in Marshalltown.
         
Fr. Dagit was assigned spiritual advisor for the Mar-
shalltown Deanery in October 2004.  In 2011 at their 
quarterly meeting at St. Joseph in State Center the dean-
ery women extended a blessing and thanked him for his 
service. They presented him with the Spiritual Advisors 
Pin. He has celebrated many masses at deanery meet-
ings and delivers relevant and inspiring homilies for the 
women of the deanery.

Fr. Dagit credits his increase in discipleship to priests 
and parishioners of parishes he has served over the 
years. Among those great examples for him have been 
the women and the ministry of the ACCW.

Mason City Deanery
Rev. Msgr. John Hemann

The Mason City Deanery has been bless-
ed to have Msgr. John Hemann serve as its 
Spiritual Advisor since 2006.  He says he 
always enjoys a free meal!  This past year he 

celebrated two milestones as he turned 85 and on Jan-
uary 30 he celebrated his 60th anniversary as a priest.

In 1966 Msgr. enlisted in the Iowa Army National 
Guard as a Military Chaplain eventually becoming the 
State Chaplain for the Iowa Army and Air National 
Guard which took him to assignments in Washington 
D.C., San Antonio, and two stints in Germany.  Over 
the years he served in Cedar Rapids, Dubuque, Mason 
City, Waterloo, and a number of smaller rural parishes 
including one group of six at one time that made him 
known as “The Six Pack Priest”.  

His hobby was flying airplanes that took him to 43 states 
and seven Canadian provinces.  Now retired, he lives in 
an apartment overlooking Clear Lake.   Msgr. Hemann 
continues to fill in as needed at local parishes, Mason 
City Newman School and MercyOne in Mason City.

New Hampton Deanery
Rev. Msgr. Fr. Carl Schmitt

Rev. Msgr. Fr. Carl Schmitt was appoint-
ed to the New Hampton Deanery, as their 
spiritual advisor in 2015.

Fr. Schmitt celebrates a Mass at all of the 
deanery meetings for the intentions of 

ACCW members, past, present and future. His presence 
became a spiritual foundation for the work of the wom-
en in the deanery. His talks inspired members to grow 
in spirituality, leadership and service.

We are very appreciative for all that he has done for the 
New Hampton deanery and the ACCW organization.

Waterloo Deanery
Rev. Kenneth C Stecher

Fr. Kenneth Stecher became the Spiritual 
Advisor for the Waterloo Deanery in 2011. 
He has been the Pastor of Sacred Heart 
Church in Waterloo. 

Father Stecher was always available to offer 
Mass prior to deanery meetings and any other requests.  
He also always had ‘chocolate’ for us as a celebration of 
feast days or holidays. He was a very generous man and 
a great example of stewardship.  

Fr. Stecher died August 12, 2020.   We thank him for his 
service to ACCW and especially the Waterloo Deanery.

Spiritual Advisors Cont.
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Deanery Doings

ACCW Our Lady of Good 
Counsel Recognition

Decorah Deanery
Mary Rausch, President

The Decorah Deanery’s Priests’ Appreciation Din-
ner scheduled for April, 30 was cancelled. The priests 
who moved from the Decorah Deanery were thanked 
for their service. New priests assigned to the Decorah 

Our Lady of Good Counsel is the patroness of ACCW.

Our Lady of Good Counsel Award will be announced at 
the Fall Convention. This award recognizes outstanding 
contributions made by a woman in areas of service to 
the Church, her parish and the community. Deadline for 
application is September 16. One letter of support of the 
nominee and up to two pages of nomination information.

Questions or to receive a nomination form, contact Barb 
Sauser at sbsauser@netins.net or call 563-852-7033.  

Send nominations to Barb Sauser, 636 Highway 136 N  
Cascade, Iowa 52033 or email to sbsauser@netins.net  

“O Mother of Good Counsel, patroness of the National 
Council of Catholic Women, intercede for us, that we may 
be wise, courageous and loving leaders of the Church.”

President’s Project
ACCW Board members have donated funds at each 
board meeting for decades to support special projects at 
the American Martyr Retreat Center at Cedar Falls.  On 
July 1, 2019, the Retreat Center was closed.  Thus a new 
project was selected by the current president of ACCW, 
Florine Swanson.  
A small wooden house with a door that opened on the 
front was passed at each board meeting and members 
added donations.  This previously was called the Friday 
Fund, now called the President’s Project.  
The President’s Project this term was designated for 
the NCCW partner – Catholic Relief Service Refugee 
Women’s Emergency Fund.  This was in keeping with 
Florine’s work over the years with international orga-
nizations in support of women in low resource coun-
tries.  Thanks to the generosity of the board these past 
two years and an additional donation from the Mar-
shalltown Deanery a check for $1,139 has been sent to 
NCCW for their continued partnership with CRS.

Deanery were welcomed. All priests in the deanery 
have received masks and the ACCW ladies continue to 
make masks for the Decorah Deanery communities. 
Some of the parishes are making layettes and others are 
making quilts for the Veterans Quilts of Valor program. 

Marshalltown Deanery
Monica Fulton, President

The Marshalltown Deanery cancelled their April and 
July scheduled meetings. In April the Deanery parish 
representatives were contacted by email or phone and 
asked to pray an Our Father, Hail Mary, and Glory Be 
for the intention of the active priests, retired priests, 
priests with connections to deanery, deacons, semi-
narians and religious.  Hand written Easter greetings 
were sent to each one informing them of the prayers 
being offered for their intention.  Cards were sent to all 
of the active priests in the deanery on the anniversary 
of their ordination. Birthday cards were sent to active 
and retired priests as well as priests with ties to the 
Marshalltown Deanery. Lisa Hemesath sent a card and 
monetary gift to Martin Coolidge who was ordained a 
transitional deacon May 22.

In order to keep in touch with all of the parishes in the 
deanery, around August 15 updated copies of the offi-
cers, parish representatives, changes in priests in the 
deanery, deacons, seminarians and religious were sent 
by email or post office to the representative of each par-
ish in the deanery. 
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2020 ACCW Our Lady of Good Counsel Award 
The Dubuque Archdiocese Council of Catholic Women’s Our Lady of Good Counsel Award recognizes out-
standing contributions made by a woman in the areas of service to the Church, her parish and the communi-
ty – local, state and nationally.

Members currently on the ACCW Board of Directors are not eligible.

Nominations open June 1, 2020. Deadline is September 16, 2020.

Award presentation will be announced at the October 24  ACCW Meeting.

Return the nomination form to: 
Barb Sauser, 636 Highway 136 N, Cascade, Iowa 52033 or email sbsauser@netins.net

Nominee: ______________________________________ Parish ___________________________

 Address ____________________________________City _______________ Iowa Zip Code _______

Share information about this woman that tells about her community involvement, leadership, spirituality, 
education, professional experience and other relevant personal information and service.

Maximum of 2 pages.

Attach one letter of support/endorsement of the nominee.

Nominated by: 

Name__________________________________________Phone__________________________

 Address___________________________________________________
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ACCW members support the 
goals of the Archdiocese of 
Dubuque.  One of those goals is 
“Promoting vocations in general 
and priesthood in particular.”  

At the July ACCW Board meet-
ing members had the opportuni-
ty to hear Father Jon Seda, Direc-
tor of Vocations for the Dubuque 

Archdiocese, speak about his role and how we as ACCW 
members may assist in promoting religious vocations.  

To quote Father Seda, “It’s not about putting up bulletin 
boards or speaking to classes of students that convinc-
es young men to be a priest.”  Speaking from his own 
personal experience he shared that he grew up in fam-
ily of 5 boys.  His father always said, “With this many 
boys at least one of you should be a priest.”  This was 
often said on the way to Sunday Mass as they all piled 
into the family station wagon.  His senior year in high 
school, Jon served as a Page in the Iowa Legislature. 
During that experience three different women said to 
him, “Have you ever considered being a priest?”  At that 
point he was planning to go to Iowa State University in 
major in agronomy.  It was those seeds that were planted 
that began the discernment for him to think about the 
priesthood.  When he was ordained in 1988, his mother 
said to him, “You were the last son I ever thought would 
be a priest.”  When asked why, she said, “Because you 
were the one who was the most ornery.”  

So what can we as ACCW members do to support re-
ligious vocations.  There are two key things.  One is to 
pray for them and the other is to tell someone that you 
think they have the qualities for the priesthood or other 
religious life to consider it.  That might be a sister or a 
deacon or priest.   

Father Seda’s work at Iowa State University and now at 
the University of Northern Iowa has led a number of 
young men to the seminary.  As the second oldest Di-
rector of Vocations in the nation, we are blessed to have 
his wisdom and service for the Dubuque Archdiocese.  

ACCW supports our current seminarians with Masses 
and gifts at Christmas and Jerusalem Cross Stoles at or-
dination along with a $25.00 cash gift.  

Remember to pray and to recommend.  

ACCW Supports Vocations ACCW Youth Awards
The Catholic religious recognition programs adminis-
tered by the Dubuque Archdiocesan Council of Catholic 
Women (ACCW) and the National Catholic Committee 
for Girls Scouts and Camp Fire (NCCGSCF) under the 
auspices of the National Federation for Catholic Youth 
Ministry (NFCYN) allow young people to explore and 
become more involved in their Catholic faith.

All programs are designed to support and complement 
the faith formation efforts of Catholic parishes and 
schools. In particular, the Family of God is an excellent 
supplement for children preparing for the reception of 
their first Eucharist. The Spirit Alive provides substan-
tial and creative activities to augment preparation for 
the  sacrament of confirmation.

The religious recognition program may be utilized by 
members of various groups: 
• Girl Scouts of the USA
• 4-H
• Camp Fire USA
• American Heritage Girls
• Junior Catholic Daughters of America
• Catholic Youth Groups
• Religious Education classes
• Or others as designated by the Dubuque ACCW
 
*Note: the religious recognition medals and patches may only be pro-
cured and conferred by the diocesan authorized administrators (the 
ACCW) upon verification of program completion and award appli-
cation.
 
Religious Recognition Programs for Youth:
• God Is Love-grades K – 1
• Family of God -grades 2 – 3
• I Live My Faith -grades 4-6
• Mary, the First Disciple -grades 6-8
• The Spirit Alive -grades 9 – 10
• The Missio -grades 11 & 12

If you are interested in receiving more information 
about any of these programs, please contact
Barb Sauser sbsauser@netins.net or call 563-852-7033.  
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NCCW Leadership Commission

NCCW Service Commission

Alma Myer

Rozena McVey

• $100 for 100th year centennial campaign to estab-
lish an NCCW Endowment Fund.

• Focus on current Resolutions and Commission 
goals such as Mentoring, Boxes of Joy, and assist-
ing the USCCB parish promotion of Helping Serve 
Moms in Need.

• NCCW monthly national rosary and member con-
ference calls.

• NCCW Communications for members & spiritual 
advisors include quarterly “Catholic Woman” mag-
azine, and monthly electronic Connect newsletter 
that includes reports from the national officers, 
plus commission/committee updates. Commission 
teams continue to meet monthly electronically.

• NCCW Store of branded items for purchase and 
order numerous or print online resources from  
www.nccw.org.

• Due to the COVID-19 virus pandemic, the 2020 
NCCW Centennial Convention will not be held un-
til 2021. The NCCW Board of Directors are meeting 
via Internet during the interim. Plans are underway 
to relocate the NCCW headquarters in the Wash-
ington DC area.

A big “thank you” to all of you praying for Moms in 
Need.  The challenges facing pregnant and new moth-
ers today can be immense.  I am told we have well over 
17,000 parishes in the United States and the National 
Council of Catholic Bishops have asked each parish to 
identify the needs within their parish.  It may be that 
playpen set up each fall for items for the single moms.  
Some parishes are making quilts for the newborn.   Sav-
ing coupons for diapers and donating them to a local 
center (have you priced diapers lately?).   Let’s not forget 
the new mothers suffering postpartum anxiety.   How 
about a call to let her know she is in your prayers..What-
ever you are doing, I hope you will drop me an email or 
note describing your project.

In closing, pray for our pregnant and new moms.  “O 
Blessed Mother, you received the good news of the in-
carnation of Christ, your Son, with faith and trust.  
Grant your protection to all pregnant and new mothers 
facing difficulties.”

NCCW 100 Years
 
Continued from the summer 
issue of The Link page 9. 

 
THE LAST FIFTY YEARS (1970-2020)
1970-2000

• Commenced working toward an end to abortion and 
euthanasia.

• Created and implemented the RESPITE program to provide 
support for caregivers.

• Addressed the issue of domestic violence through education 
and advocacy programs.

• Collaborated with Catholic Relief Services to establish the 
Refugee Women Emergency Fund.

• Created and funded Mary’s Garden at the National Shrine of 
the Immaculate Conception in Washington, D.C.

2000—Onward
• Created the Water for Life Fund and Madonna Plan to support 

the ongoing efforts of Catholic Relief Services 

• Implemented Vocation Purse Club to assist women seeking to 
enter religious life with their financial obstacles.

• Formation of a mentoring program, Women Embracing 
Women.

• Implemented and continue to implement new communication 
strategies, through online and digital media platforms such 
as Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, new databases and updated 
web presence.

• Worked to end Human Trafficking with affiliated 
organizations and US Catholic Sisters.

• Established outreach program with children in the Holy 
Land and students in the USA.

• Established CCW levels for high school and college age 
women.

• Provided formal program of formation in our faith for 
members.

• Developed series of mini-retreat resources.

• Established Leadership Training and Development program.

• Members noted more than 2 million spiritual and corporal 
works of mercy performed during the Jubilee of Mercy year 
in our Million Works of Mercy Program. A certificate noting 
this was presented to Pope Francis in April 2017.

History facts can be found and explored in more detail in the 
new NCCW’s 100th Anniversary Book that can be ordered via the 
nccw.org Store
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Dorothy Reiman Montag, 95, died peacefully of natural causes 
on Saturday, July 25, at the Nora Springs Care Center. She was 
born in Milford, Iowa, December 21, 1924, to 2nd generation 
German parents, John Reiman and Josephine (Ulenkamp) 
Reiman. She married James Montag in 1948. They farmed 
in West Bend, Iowa where she raised 400 laying hens. They 
relocated to the farm in Nora Springs in 1956.

Dorothy was committed to her family. She helped with the farm 
operation, gardened, sewed, quilted, and ran a household of 
seven children with their activities. She was active in church life, 
was a 4-H leader, and in their retirement, she and Jim traveled 
throughout the States and antiqued along the way.

In the 1980s she served as President in the Dubuque 
Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women (ACCW). She was 
Province of Dubuque Director and served on the National Board 
of the National Council of Catholic Women (NCCW). She wrote 
a monthly article for the Witness, a Catholic newspaper, from 
1989-1993.

Dorothy dedicated her life to her family of seven living children, 
15 grandchildren and 6+ great grandchildren. Her family is her 
living legacy, but she was a mother to more than her “clowns” as 
Dad called us. She was a mentor, leader, organizer, and friend.

She is preceded in death by her loving husband, James, an infant 
child, Gregory, and all her siblings. Celebrating her life are 
children Steve (Leona), Doris, Celine (Gary) Horn, Gwen (Keith 
Less), Galen (Laura), Greta (Brian) Ivanovic and Leon (Pam) 
and their children in order by sibling, Lynn and Calista, Michael 
and Matthew, Rachel and Michelle, Mark and Eric, Shawn and 
Kristen, Nicole and Jason, and Amber, Clay and Lucas.

A private family Mass will be held at Holy Name Catholic 
Church, Rockford, at 10:30 am on Wednesday, July 29, 2020 with 
burial in West Bend. A live stream of the services will be offered 
through the Hogan Bremer Moore Colonial Chapels Facebook 
page. In lieu of flowers, memorials to the Nora Springs Library, 
West Bend Grotto of Redemption for restoration, or a charity of 
your choice are requested.

Dorothy’s family thanks the Nora Springs Care Center for the 
love and care provided to Dorothy, and for being her proxy 
family during Covid-19 restrictions.

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE
Remembering ACCW Past Presidents

Dorothy Montag
1924-2020 

ACCW President 1980-1982 

“When this is over, may we  
never again take for granted
A handshake with a stranger

Full shelves at the store
Conversations with neighbors

A crowded theater
Friday night out

The taste of communion
A routine checkup

The school rush each morning
Coffee with a friend
The stadium roaring

Each deep breath
A boring Tuesday

Life itself.
When this ends

may we find
that we have become
more like the people

we wanted to be
we were called to be

we hoped to be
and may we stay

that way — better
for each other

because of the worst.”

Laura Kelly Fanucci

With permission from  
Faith at Home Syndicated Column

submitted by Sheila Rassman 
ACCW past president
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Dubuque Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women (ACCW)
2020 MEMBERSHIP/CONTRIBUTION GUIDELINES

Individual Sustaining Memberships

Sustaining membership is $10 which includes the 
subscription to the newsletter, The Link.

Mail contribution forms and checks to: 
Mary Esther Pullin 
ACCW Treasurer 
2185 W. Shaulis Rd. 
Waterloo, IA 50701

Checks should be made payable to “ACCW”

Please submit contributions by June 30, 2020 for convention voting purposes or by December 31, 2020 to close the fiscal year.

National Council of Catholic Women’s (NCCW) Parish Affiliation is $100 annually.   
Individual NCCW membership is $50 annually.  
Checks should be made payable to NCCW and mailed to: National Council of Catholic Women  
       200 N Glebe Road., Suite 725 
       Arlington, VA 22203

For more information about the Dubuque Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women 
Go to www.DBQArch.org/ACCW or e-mail Florine Swanson at florineswanson@gmail.com

Mail parish officers information to: 
Lisa Hemesath 
ACCW Date Base Manager 
1116 240th St. 
State Center, IA 50247

Parish Affiliate Memberships

Suggested affiliate membership is $5 per woman in  
the parish.

Name: _____________________________ 

Address: ___________________________

________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________

Parish: _____________________________ 

CCW President: ________________________ 

Address: ___________________________

________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________ 

Phone: ____________________________
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The Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women 
Empowers, Educates, and Supports all Catholic 
Women in Spirituality, Leadership, and Service.

The Link is the official publication of the ACCW 
and is available to affiliates and individual 
members. 

For more information we invite you to visit  
www.DbqArch.org/ACCW
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Archdiocesan Council of Catholic Women (ACCW)
1229 Mt Loretta Avenue | PO Box 479
Dubuque, IA 52004-0479

Sept. 1 Reports due for Annual Meeting Book
Sept. 16 Deadline for submission of the Our Lady of Good Counsel Awards
Oct. 1 Executive Committee Meeting | 4:30–5:30 pm Zoom Call
Oct. 15 Registrations Due for Annual Meeting
Oct. 24 ACCW Annual Meeting | 10–11:30 am Online
Nov. 5 Deadline for Winter Issue of The Link
Nov. 7–15 Deadline for Boxes of Joy to Drop Off Site
Nov. 14 ACCW Retreat “The Visitation” begins Virtually
Jan. 30, 2021 Beauty in Christ Conference - Online

ACCW Calendar  
2020


